
Tahquamenon Falls State Park 
Paradise, Michigan 
Tahquamenon Falls State Park is located in Paradise, Michigan.  The address we put in our 
GPS was 6999 N. Lower Campground Lane, Paradise, MI.  It’s at the top of the Upper 
Peninsula (UP).  Tahquamenon rhymes with phenomena.  We visited the park in late August 
2018 and were at the Lower Falls campground-Portage.  We were at site #6.  Two better spots 
are #13 (water view) and #14.  Both were pull-thru sites.


Most of the sites are 30 amp electricity (including ours), but there are a few 50 amp.  Sewer 
hookups are not available.  This campground is well maintained but there is no privacy.  Rigs 
are next to tent areas and tents are grouped close together with four sites sharing a power box.  
Some groups have tents, living room tents, boats, and vehicles.  It’s crowded and noisy.  
Barking dogs, a man passing gas in the tent next to us (they are that close and our living room 
window was open), and virtually no rules are being observed.


There were also only two water spigots in Portage.  We were two campsites over from one and 
were able to fill our tanks by hooking three hoses together.  You cannot leave your hose on the 
spigot, however, because the water is in big demand, especially from the tent campers and 
children who bathed under them.


The biggest drawback of this campground is that you must drive into Paradise (about 12 miles) 
if you want internet or phone access.  Neither of our phones worked, one with Verizon and the 
other AT&T.


Its good point: the bathrooms are relatively clean and you get a private shower room that you 
can lock. 


But don’t go to this park for the hookups or showers.  It’s the Falls and the fishing available in 
the surrounding towns that bring the crowds.  There are two falls—the Upper and the Lower.  
It’s only a short walk to the Lower Falls, and a boardwalk provides informative signs about the 
wildlife that you might encounter.  You can also rent a rowboat and go out near the Falls.  And 
the Falls are spectacular.  If you have a bit more energy, there is a demanding 5 mile hike to the 
Upper Falls.  Or you can be lazy and drive to it.  John hiked, I drove.


We bought a one-day fishing license for both of us—$10/day per person.  We went fishing on a 
Sunday night at a spot recommended to us by an employee of the place where we bought our 
fishing license.   The site was at the mouth of the Tahquamenon River.  Please see our YouTube 
video for its location:


https://youtu.be/-m9I7ZZxNa4


John caught a 24-inch Northern Pike.  It was so beautiful there and so peaceful.  I just wish we 
could have camped at that location.


While in the UP, you should visit the Great Lakes Maritime Museum.  You’ll leave this 
impressive museum with a greater understanding of the area and its treacherous waters.


Rates: $28.00/night plus $8 reservation fee

Rating: 3 stars (because of the hiking and falls)

Connectivity: 0


https://youtu.be/-m9I7ZZxNa4






