
Don Carter State Park 
5000 N. Browning Bridge Rd. 
Gainesville, GA 30506 
678-450-7726 

One of the newest and nicest campgrounds in the Georgia State Park system, Don Carter is a 
peaceful getaway right outside of Atlanta.  It offers water views, clean restrooms, laundry 
facilities, cable connections, 
viable internet reception, and 
almost full hookups.  Gray 
water disposal is available, but 
not black.


The facilities are new and top 
notch.  There are eight fully-
equipped lakeview cottages, 
44 RV sites, and 12 primitive 
sites.  They come with picnic 
tables, lantern posts, and fire 
rings.  A dump station is 
located at the entrance.


Many of the sites are pull-
throughs.  Our 45 footer fit 
nicely in #10, a curved pull-
through next to the water.  We 
had 50 amp, water, and gray 
water sewerage disposal.  
Designed with comfort in mind, this park spaces the RV slots strategically, using different 
angles, elevations, and natural landscaping to separate the campers.


Located in a very hilly part of Georgia, this campground is great for walking dogs, especially if 
you like to exercise. And if you fish, you’ll love the fishing pier and fish cleaning station.  
Boating and swimming are also great features of this campground.


Beautiful scenery and peace and quiet make this a great place to set out your chocks.


We paid $187 for 5 nights, which is $37.40 a night.


Rating: 4 stars (no black tank dumping at site)




McKinney Campground, Allatoona Lake, Georgia 

Right outside of Atlanta 

May 6, 2018 

Address: 6659 McKinney Camp Ground Rd. SE, Acworth, GA 678-721-6700 

This is a beautifully maintained Army Corp of Engineers property.  It features swimming, 
boating, fishing, and peaceful camping under the trees.  The scenery is breathtaking and the 
sites are far enough apart that you can actually enjoy some quiet time. 

The sites come with 50 amp hookups and water.  A dump station is near the exit. Our site had 
no electricity due to an open ground.  It wasn’t 
fixed until an hour before we left.  Since we were 
only there for one day and had already dinged the 
RV up pretty badly trying to get into another site 
that was up a steep hill and encased in trees, the 
lack of electricity didn’t bother us much.  It was, 
like, what’s one more problem?  

We used our Lifetime Senior Pass and paid $16 per 
day. 

We stayed only one night, but drove the entire 
campground to determine where we might stay on 
a future trip.  That may sound crazy after the 
damage we did to our RV at this location, but it 
was our fault.  There’s a learning curve when you 
start RVing.  We had only been out on the road for 
four days—we were newbie newbies.  One thing to 
remember as a newbie is that if it’s too difficult to 
maneuver into a site, give up and find another one.  
John refused to give up and the RV suffered as a 
result. 

But we loved the campground and didn’t hold it responsible for our stupidity.  We wanted to 
return, hopefully smarter and better equipped to park our big rig.  We needed campsites that 
could handle a 46 foot 5th wheel, had shade, a great water view, and privacy.  We didn’t want 
to be close to the next campsite.  The sites that met our qualifications were 128, 125, 122, 
86, 52, 48, 46, 44, and 41.  Some of these are pull throughs. 

This campground is very popular—for a good reason.  It’s clean, scenic, and offers great water 
sport opportunities.  Reservations can be made six months out.  We made our next reservation 
the day we left, and there was only one week open during October.  I wouldn’t recommend 
just showing up and hoping for a site, unless you have a small rig or a tent. 

Check in: 4 p.m.; Check out: 3 p.m. 

Make your reservations at recreation.gov. 

Rated: 4 1/2 stars (having to visit a dump station is a negative). 

Internet reception good on both Verizon and AT&T 



Skidaway Island State Park 

52 Diamond Causeway 

Savannah, GA 31411 

912-598-2300 

Georgia has some beautiful parks and Skidaway Island is no exception.  As seen in the photo, 
the lots are generously sized, most can be accessed as a pull-through, the price is reasonable, 
and you can’t beat the location. 

Just 30 minutes from downtown Savannah, 
Skidaway Island is a peaceful retreat that 
offers water and electric hookups at 70 
sites.  The pull-thru spots, as well as a few 
backup sites, also have sewer.  I counted 17 
of these full hook up sites. 

We had an electric and water site (#10) for 
approximately $150 (with taxes and park 
pass) for four nights.  It was worth every 
penny.  Our spacious site overlooked a 
woodland area, with a neighbor across the 
road, but no one on either side of our RV.  
Everyone was friendly and well-behaved, it’s 
a dog’s paradise with plenty of trails to 
explore, and people were also out in large 
numbers riding their bikes.  Bicycles are also 
available for rent at Skidaway. 

Everything is well maintained at this park.  
The sites are raked prior to your arrival, the 
bathrooms are clean (especially in Loop 2), 
and there are 3 laundry facilities, with each 
load costing $1.25.  

Despite the fact that the park was over half full, we had no trouble with our internet 
connections.  A Kroger was right outside the gates for easy shopping, and several malls were 
just minutes away.  Very convenient location. 

Negatives about the park?  Well, with a 46 foot RV, we had to drive carefully down the narrow, 
twisty roads that ran through the park.  There were also frost heaves to take into 
consideration.  We survived, however, without a scratch.  It might be more difficult if the 



park was at full capacity and people had parked their trucks near the edge of the road, but 
since the lots are spacious, that’s not really necessary. 

What to do in the area?  There’s Tybee Island Beach just a few miles away.  There are historic 
sites, such as Fort McAllister State Historic Park with its Civil War Museum, and Savannah 
itself is not to be missed.  We’ve visited it before and will probably return.  It’s welcoming 
and there’s a trolley tour we took this time that was very informative as well as entertaining.  
You get off at any of the 14 stops and explore, then catch the next trolley to go on to where 
you would like to visit next.  The highlight of the trip for me was a tour of author Flannery 
O’Connor’s childhood home.  As an English professor, she was one of my favorites to teach.  If 
you have time, read some of her short stories, including “A Good Man is Hard to Find.” 

When you return to your campground, you can sit out around your elevated picnic table and 
grill and just enjoy the sounds of the wild turkeys that roam the woods.  Cook some ‘smores 
and commune with God and nature.  It’s so peaceful you’ll want to bottle it and take it home. 

Check in: 1 p.m. 

Check out: 12 p.m. 

Make your reservations at recreation.gov. 

Rating: 5 stars 


