


Bell Bay Campground/Idaho Panhandle National Forests 
GPS: 47 28 35; -116 50 29 
Cost: $21/day; 1/2 price with senior pass 
14 day stay limit; some sites reservable at recreation.gov 

Beautiful campground outside of Harrison, ID on Lake Coeur d’Alene.  There is an upper and 
lower campground loop, with the lower loop having sites on the lake.  Sites are well spaced, 
but not particularly level, and there are branches that must be trimmed to get into some of the 
spots.  Each site has a picnic table and fire ring.


We originally had a pull through, site #9, which would have worked, but after we parked and 
had everything set up, we discovered site #15, just a few spaces away.  It had plenty of privacy 
and it had a wonderful water view.  The campground host was extremely gracious and allowed 
us to move with no additional fees or paperwork.


There are no hookups in this campground.  Potable water was not clear, so we didn’t use it.  
This may improve as the season progresses, but we weren’t willing to take the chance.  A 
dumpster and pit toilets were also available.  No dump station, but on our way to our next 
destination, we found a great one 30 miles away on I-90, exit 49, in Kellogg, ID.  It was the 
Public Dump Station—clearly marked at the exit and easy to get into.  They take donations.  
The dump station had potable water as well as a dumpster.  Easy on and off the interstate.


There were four or five sites in the lower loop of Bell Bay that would accommodate our 40 foot 
RV.  At #15, we were able to park our car sideways across the front of the rig.


We were able to get both satellite and cell phone service (both AT&T and Verizon).  


http://recreation.gov


Fishing was available off the docks just a short walk away.  We didn’t catch anything.  A forest 
ranger recommended that we drive the short distance to Harrison, a very picturesque town just 
a few miles from the campground.  Although we didn’t catch anything there either, we did enjoy 
some great ice cream from a shop one block from the pier.


We arrived mid-week in June with a reservation.  It wasn’t needed, but by Friday, all the spots 
in the lower loop were full, so I would recommend making reservations.  #15 is the pick of the 
litter.


We would gladly return to this campground for $10 per night, but there is also a great city 
campground in Harrison that is right next to the marina.  It has full hookups.  Ignore the one 
critique on Allstays.  The spacing between sites is better than many campgrounds we’ve 
encountered, and there is grass for your pets.


Cottonwood Recreation Site Campground near Ellis, ID 
Part of the Sawtooth National Recreation Area (BLM land) 
GPS: 44.66777778, -114.0794444 
Cost: $10/day (April 1-Sept. 30); $5 (Oct. 1-March 30); 1/2 price with senior pass 
14 day stay limit; no reservations available 

One of the best camping spots we have ever discovered in this country.  There are 14 
designated camping spots; 12 are for RVs.  Each is asphalt-covered and most will handle a big 
rig.  Numbers one 
through seven back up 
to the Salmon River, 
where you can fish right 
behind your RV.


The spacing between 
camping spots is quite 
generous, and trees 
provide a degree of 
privacy.  However, the 
trees do not prevent 
you from maneuvering 
into your parking pad.


Each come with a 
graveled picnic area 
(table and fire pit).  
They also provide 
firewood at each spot.  
Water spigots are 
available and with an 
extra hose you can 
reach your rig.  Although there is no electrical hookups, there are dumpsters, a dump station, 
pit toilets, a boat dock, a community picnic area, and the water in the spigots is potable.




The scenery is amazing.  With the river flowing behind you and mountains rimming the 
campground, it’s like your own private paradise, one that’s green and quiet, except for the 
sound of the multiple woodpeckers who claim this territory as their own.


Groceries and other necessities can be found in Challis, Idaho, just 12 miles away.  There’s also 
a fishing outfitter, Bent Rod Sporting Goods, that sells licenses and offers great free advice.


We were able to get both satellite and cell phone service (both AT&T and Verizon).  


We arrived June 4 and stayed four days.  There were only three other campers on the property.  
If this campground is full when you arrive, check out other BLM land nearby, including East 
Fork, Deadman Hole, and Bayhorse campgrounds.



